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The first step to installation of the Abaco DBX meter software onto a PC involves
“unzipping” a compressed folder that contains the software itself and the USB device
drivers required to allow a PC to communicate with the DBX meter electronics. This
compressed file may have either been sent with a DBX meter or may be downloaded
from http://www.abacoperformance.com/ . Clicking on the software download link will
launch a window similar to the one shown in Figurel.

File Download x|

Do you want to open or save thiz file?

[@_ Mame: AbacoPerformance.zip
Type: Compressed (zipped) Folder, 6.76MB
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b= zave thiz file. 'What's the rigk?

Figure 1

Depending on your PC, this window may appear slightly different. Click “Save” to launch
the “Save As” window (shown below) where you can decide where to save the Abaco
Performance.zip file. It's important to note where this file is saved so that It can be found
for the next step in the installation process. The example in Figure 2 shows the Abaco
file being saved in a “Downloads” folder created earlier.
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http://www.abacoperformance.com/

Now that the Abaco Performance.zip folder has been saved, it will need to be “unzipped”
to open the setup files needed to install each of the software components. A .zip file or
folder is a type of file or folder that has been compressed to take up less storage space
or take less time for download. There are a number of different software options
available to uncompress this type of folder so your particular “unzipping” procedure may
look slightly different, but the end result should be the same. In Figure 3, the Abaco
Performance zip folder was saved to a folder called “Downloads” and is how being
“unzipped” by double clicking on the folder.
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A warning to “Extract all” folders may show up as shown in Figure 4 — simply choose the
“Extract all” option and the compressed files will be extracted.
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After unzipping, the “Abaco Performance” folder will contain 2 setup files shown in
Figure 5.
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Figure 5

The first setup file that needs to be executed is the CP210x_VCP_Win2K_XP_S2K3.
This will install the DBX communication “drivers” on your PC. Click “Run” in the
warning window shown in Figure 6. This driver needs to be installed before plugging the
DBX meter into your PC.

Open File - Security Warning E|

Do you want to run this file?

Mame: CPZ10x ¥CP WinZK XP 5ZK3.exe
FPublizher: Silicon Laboratones
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From: C:hDownloads' Abaco Performance’Abaco P...
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wou truzt, What's the risk?

Figure 6

The Silicon Laboratories Drivers Welcome screen will prompt you to continue by
clicking “next” as shown in Figure 7.



Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XP/2003 Ser... E|

‘Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for Silicon
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The InstallS hield *izard will copy Silicon Laboratories
CP2102 WCP Drivers for Windows 2000/<P /2003
ServerMista onto pour computer, To continue, click Mest,
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Figure 7

Next step is the License Agreement shown in Figure 8. To install the drivers, you must
click the *I accept the terms” button indicated in Figure 8. Click “next” button to
proceed.
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Figure 8

Figure 9 shows the Destination Location screen — this is the location that the driver files
will be installed. There should be no need to change this location. Click “next”.
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Setup will inztall Silicon Labarataries CP210x YCP Drivers for Windows 2000/2<P/2003
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Figure 9

The “Install” button shown in Figure 10 should be clicked next.

Silicon Laboratories CP210x VCP Drivers for Windows 2000/XPf2003 Ser ['5_<|

Ready to Install the Program

The wizard iz ready to begin inzstallation.

Click. Install to begin the installation.

If you want to review or change any of your installation settings, click Back. Click Cancel to exit
the wizard.
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Figure 10

Check the “Launch the CP210x VCP Driver Installer “box and then click the
“finish” button in Figure 11 to launch the USB to UART Bridge Driver installer
shown in Figure 12.
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Figure 11
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Figure 12

The Installation process may take a few minutes.



After the Driver Installer is finished, plug in the USB cable from your DBX meter
to your PC. The message in Figure 13 should appear and then be followed
shortly after with a similar message stating that the new hardware is “ready to

use".

i) Found New Hardware

CP2102 USE to UART Bridge Controller

Figure 13

In order for the DBX software to “find” the path to communicate with the DBX meter,
you must specify the “COM?” port that is to be used. This COM port must be 1-6 and can
be set by following the steps below.

Figure 14 shows the “System Properties” window that can be accessed by either “right
clicking” on the “My Computer” icon or choosing “Properties” from the resulting menu.
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Figure 14



After opening the “System Properties” window, click on the “Hardware” tab to open the
window shown in Figure 15. In the Hardware window, click the “Device Manager”
button indicated in Figure 15,

System Properties

System Restore Automatic Updates Femote
General Computer Mame Hardware Advanced

Device Manager

. The Device Manager liztz all the hardware devices installed
- an your computer. Jse the Device Managectochanae the
properties of any device,

Device Manager

Drrivers

Diriver Signing lets you make sure that installed drivers are
compatible with \Windows. Windows pdate lets pou set up
how Windows connects toWindows Update for drivers.

[ Driver Signing ] [ Windows Update

Hardware Profiles

Hardware profilez provide a way for you to zet up and store
different hardware configurations.

[ Hardware Profiles ]

I 1]8 H Cancel ]

Figure 15

The Device Manager window will open to reveal all components inside and attached to
your PC. The component that needs attention is “Ports” (COM & LPT) — click the “+”
indicated with the red arrow in Figure 16 to open the list of available COM ports. Figure
17 shows a list of COM ports as an example — your list may be slightly different, but
should include “Silicon Labs CP210x USB to UART Bridge (COM xx). This is shown
with red arrow in Figure 17.
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Figure 16
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Figure 17
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The COM port that has been assigned to the Silicon Labs driver in this example is COM
12. Only COM ports 1-6 can be used in the DBX programming software, so this COM
port will have to be changed. If the COM port is already assigned to a number between 1
and 6, you do not need to change it, simply make a note of the COM port number and
proceed to the DBX Software installation section.

To change the Silicon Labs COM port, “double click” anywhere on the device
description (highlighted in figure 18) to open the COM port properties window.
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Figure 18

After “Double Clicking the Silicon Labs COM port, the Properties Window shown in
Figure 19 will open. Clicking the “Port Settings” tab at the top of the window will open
the next window (shown in Figure 20) in the sequence required to change the com port
setting.
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Figure 19

General | Port Settings | Diriver || Details|
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Figure 20
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Circled in Figure 20 is the “Advanced” button which needs to be clicked to get to the

point at which the COM port can be changed. Figure 21 shows the location of the drop
down menu for COM port reassignment.

Advanced Settings for COM12

IJze FIFO buffers [requires 16550 compatible LART)

Select lower zettings to cormect connechtion problems.
ancel
Select higher zettings for Faster perfarmance.
Receive Buffer, Low (1] ° J High[14]  [14]
Tranzmit Buffer: Low [1] C J High[1E]  [1€]

Obd Port Mumber: | COM12 b

Figure 21

Clicking the down arrow of this pull down menu will list all available COM ports — see
Figure 22. This example shows COM 12 highlighted since that was the original port that
the driver installer used. This needs to be changed to COM 1-6 for the DBX software to
recognize it. The example shows all COM ports already in use by other processes except

COM 2. Clicking on COM 2 will assign it as the new port for the DBX Silicon Labs
Communication Drivers.

Advanced Settings for COM12

Usze FIFO buffers [reguires 165850 compatible UART)

Select lower settings to comect connection problems. -
-Cancel
Select higher settingz for faster performance.
Fieceive Buffer. Low (1] J High(14] (14
Transmit Buffer: Low (1] C J High (18]  [1E]

COM Part Mumber: | COM12

COMT [in uze)
ComMz

COM3 [in uze]
COMA [in uze]
COME [inuse] —
COME [in uze]

COM7Y [inuze]

COME [inuse)

COMA [in uze]

COMT0 [it uze,
COMIT it usze

<

1>

nnnnnn

Figure 22

13



After clicking the appropriate COM port for you system (one that is between 1 and 6 and
also not being used by another device), it will show up in the pull down menu box circled

in Figure 23. Click the “OK” button to exit each of the screens. The new COM port
assignment may not show up on the “Device Manager” list until it is refreshed or
reopened. Example is shown in Figure 23.
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Figure 23

Now that COM port drivers are installed and configured, you can proceed to DBX
programming software installation.
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To install Abaco Performance DBX software on your PC, start by double clicking
on the Setup.exe file to launch the Setup Wizard window shown in Figure 5.

8 Setup - DBX 1.0 =3

Welcome to the DBX Setup Wizard

Thiz will install DB 1.0 on your computer.

Itiz strongly recommended that wou close all other applications
before continuing.

Chck Meust to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

[ P et > J[ Cancel

Figure 24

Clicking the “Next >" option button will start the software install process by
opening the Software License Agreement shown in Figure 25.

flo! Setup - DBX 1.0

License Agreement
Fleaze read the following important information before continuing,

Fleaze read the following Licenze Aagreement. You must accept the terms of this
agreement before continuing with the installation.

LIMITED WARRANTY -

ABACO PERFORMANCE, LLC warrants this product to be free of
defects in parts or workmanship for period of six (B) months. All
warranties will be void if the unit is abused, altered, damaged,
improperly installed, or rendered unserviceable due to malfunction of
equipment, negligence, or by any other cause within the contral of
the BUYER. ABACO PERFORMAMNCE, LLC makes no specific
claims of substantial engine perfarmance increase. This is a

[

[]1 accept the agreement

Figure 25

15



To continue the software installation process, you must accept the agreement by
first clicking the “I accept the agreement” checkbox and then clicking the “Next >”
button. The setup process will then allow the option of choosing a destination
folder in which the software will be installed on your PC. The destination folder
will be C:\Program Files\Abaco Performance by default, but can be changed by
typing a new destination in the box provided (shown in Figure 26) or by clicking
the “Browse” button and choosing a pre existing folder.

! Setup - DBX 1.0 M=
Select Application Folder

Pleaze chooze the directary far the installation. h A

I

__J Setup will install the DB 1.0 in the folder shown below.

Toinztall to a different fol wze ahd zelect another folder.

Deztination folder

Browse. ..

C:%Program Filez\abaco Perfformance

Required free space; 3.90 ME
Available free space: 519 GE

< Back ” Meut » ][ Cancel

Figure 26

The final window will open and simply clicking “Finish” will complete the DBX
software install process.
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5! Setup - DBX 1.0

Completing the DBX Setup Wizard

Setup hasz finished inztaling the DEX 1.0 on your computer.

Click Finizh o esxit Setup.
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